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Dhanaun
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Waterbird census paints

Bird count at wetland
has dropped by
nearly 78% from last
year, as per Asian
Waterbird Census "21;
only seven sarus
cranes spotted

Kushagra Dixit
kushagra dixit@hindustantimes.com

NOIDA: The Asian Waterbird
Census-2021, which was held on
Sunday, painted a grim picture
of Dhanauri wetland — only
seven sarus cranes were spotted
suggesting a drastic drop in the
overall bird population.

Ironically, the wetland ~yet to
be recognised by the gover
mentas awetland and awaiting
protection for the several years—
had been proposed to be
declared as a sarus crane sanctu-
ary and a Ramsar site or a wet-
land of international importance
in 2017 by the district forest
department.

Located at Dankaur in Greater
Noida, the wetland sprawls over
101.21 hectares, of which about

hectares was under water, as
peraremote sensing exercise in
2015. However, as per this year's
survey, the wetland has wit-
nessed a more than four times
drop in its overall bird popula-
tion since last year, prompting
ecologists to raise concerns.

On January 17, the waterbird
census was conducted in the
Okhla Bird Sanctuary, while Sur-
ajpur wetland saw the census on
January 2.

According to the Asian Water-
bird Census (AWC), 2021, held by
Wetlands International South
Asia and the Gautam Budh
Nagar district forest department
on Sunday, only 48 species of
water and water-dependent
birds were spotted. A total of

,344 birds—which included 20
resident species and 28 migra-
tory species —were spotted dur-
ing the day’s census. Last year in
January 2020, the first ever AWC
was held at Dhanauri and had

found a total of 6,227 waterbirds

from this, the lake has virtually

pecies, of which
21 were resident species and 38
were migratory species.

The AWC-2021 recorded only
four species listed on the Red
List of the International Union
for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) as threatened, against 11
of last year. The census also
pointed out that the waterbody
‘has shrunk and human interven-
tion has led to heavy habitat loss.

“The situation of Dhanuari is
very critical and immediate
remedial actions are required to
save the habitat. Against spot-
ting of 31 sarus cranes last year,
we spotted only seven this time.
Sarus cranes are what Dhanauri
is pri; famous for. Apart

and only a small
marshland or pond remains.
Rest of the wetland area had
been converted for agricultural
use. Whatever water is left has
also been largely covered by
water hyacinth. The wetlands
are fast shrinking with larger
dried area turning into grass-
land. There is an open cattle
grazingand human disturbance.
It’s time that the wetland is pro-
tected before it's too late,” said
TK Roy, ecologist and conserva-
tionist, AWC.

He said that the waterbirds
are one of the key indicators of a
wetland’s health with a good
number indicating that the wet-
land has adequate feeding, rest-
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ing, roosting and foraging spots.

Asserting that they areaware
and concerned about the deteri-
orating condition of Dhanauri
wetland, the forest department
officials stated that the prime
reason for the current conditions
was that the area was out of their
Jjurisdiction. “We have teda
process of recognising it. But
that is a tedious task as it
requires several surveys fol-
lowed by land acquisition.
Meanwhile, we have written to
officials concerned in the
authority to manage the area
and also speed up the process to
acquire land so we can declare i
as a protected wetland,
Srivastava, divisional forest offi-
cer, GB Nagar.

Source: Asian Waterbird Census, 2021

According to the AWC-2021,
the major winter migratory spe-
cies that flock from central,
north Asia included common
teal ( migrates from north Asia),
northern shoveler ( migrates
from north Asia), northern pin-
tail (migrates from north Asia),
greylag goose (migrates from
Central Asia), bar-headed goose
(migrates from Central Asia),
gadwall (migrates from north
Asia), mallard (migrates from
Central Asia), pied avocet
(migrates from temperate Cen-
tral Asia).

The IUCN Red-listed threat-
ened species recorded in the
wetland included black-tailed
godwit, painted stork, sarus
crane and black-headed ibis.
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Kolleru

Asian Waterbird Census
in State from tomorrow

It will cover Kolleru Lake and Coringa and Krishna sanctuaries

STAFF REPORTER
KAKINADA

The Rajamahendravaram
Wildlife Management Divi-
sion of the Andhra Pradesh
Forest Department will con-
duct a two-day waterbird
census in the Coringa Wil-
dlife Sanctuary and adjoin-
ing areas in the Godavari es-
tuary, Kolleru Lake
including Atapaka Bird Sanc-
tuary and Krishna Wildlife
Sanctuary in Krishna estu-
ary in the State on January 5
and 6.

The annual census will be
done by the Forest Depart-
ment with technical support
from the Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS) and
Wetland International as
part of the Asian Waterbird
Census-2021, that is aimed at
monitoring the wetlands
and waterbirds in the desig-
nated areas.

The census will also be co-
vering Important Bird Areas
(IBA) adjoining the three
sanctuaries in the State. P.
Sathiyaselvam from BNHS is
the leading expert of the
census and Kakinada-based
ornithologist K. Mrutyun-
jaya Rao will lead a team of
birdwatchers during the
exercise.

“The waterbird census

Pelicans taking care of their chicks on a tree at Kolleru Lake in
West Godavari district. =k.v.s.cirl

will be conducted simulta-
neously at Kolleru Lake,
with focus on Atapaka Bird
Sanctuary, and Krishna Wil-
dlife Sanctuary in Krishna
district on January 5 and 6.
Forest Department staff,
amateur ornithologists and
birdwatchers will participate
in the census,” Divisional
Forest Officer (Wildlife-Raja-
mahendravaram) C. Selvam
told The Hindu.

The prime objective of
the census is to assess the
status of the wetlands and
water birds, apart from doc-
umenting the migratory
birds and its habitats.

The documentation of the
water birds will be useful to
design the conservation
plans by the Forest Depart-
ment in addition to help as-
sess the threats to the ecolo-
gy in the area.
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Okhla Bird Sanctuary
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NOIDA: Following the trend set
last year, the bird population at
Noida's only eco-sensitive zone,
the Okhla Bird Sanctuary,
dropped this year. On a positive
note, the diversity of species had

Hindhustan Times

Fewer birds at Okhla sanctuary
but highest diversity in three years

recorded almost everywhere in
northem India. Okhla, one of the
467 important birding arca (IBA)
Sites in India used to be rich hab-
itat for birdlife diversity but
degrading due to urban develop-
ment and biotic pressure,” said
TK Roy, ecologist and conserva-
tionist, AWC.

increased in three

years.

The Asian Waterbird Census
(AWC) 2021 was conducted by
the Wetlands International
South Asia and the

and among uncommon sight-
ings, Roy named -~ Common
Shelduck ( total five spotted,
migrates from Central Asia),

forest department Gautam Budh
Nagar. Fifteen volunteers and
forest department officials
counted 8,068 birds of total 73
species of water birds, of which
27 were resident and local
‘migratory species and 46 migra-
tory species.

The census also included 8
species of IUCN Red-listed
th n birds - Black-headed
Ibis (Indian resident), Black-
tailed Godwit (Winter migratory
from Central Asia), Common

‘inter migratory from
Central Asia), Painted Stork
(Indian resident species),
Greater Spotted Eagle (Winter
migratory migrates from Central
Asia), Oriental Darter (Resident),
River Lapwing (Resident), Ferru-
ginous Duck (Winter migratory
from Central Asia).

According to the ecologists,
the drop in population numbers
was primarily owning to poor
habitat health.

“Due to global climate change
impact like delayed winter, slow
migration and fewer wi

Mallard ( ‘migrates
from Central Asia) and Great
Crested Grebe ( seven spotted,
migrates from Central and East
Asia).

Meanwhile, the forest depart-
ment stated that the census was
held with the protocols of bird
flu - like wearing protective
gears, etc, “Since there had been
a bird flu alerts, so there were
some protocols at place. How-
ever, we still went ahead with
the census as it would help us
take a stock of ground reality
since the birds are indicator of
the habitat health. We are com-
mitted to develop better habitat
and manage our wetlands so
that the population and species
diversity increases,” said Pra-
mod lKfumar Srivastava, divi-

2| READ: Odisha's
= Chilika Lake logs
its highest ever count with 11

million migratory birds
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Okhla Bird Sanctuary (cont.)
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Some snapshots from Kumbabishekam Mudflats, adjoining to the Kakinada
Port and adjacent to Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary in Andhra Pradesh where
large congregations of waders inlucding Great Konts was seen.
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