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Healthy wetlands: Nature’s own wonderlands sustaining earth and life on it
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Years and years ago, we were Mother Nature's But, as ages passed, humans became
closest associates. Bushes thrived, water was more and more selfish, infuriating
clean, trees grew tall, animals fed, and humans Mother Nature so much.

were at peace.

She sent the most ferocious waves into our
settlements, throwing all humans away into the sea.




But there was one child, who was saved by a |
giant Hollong tree that grows right into the sky
The child, they say, climbed up this giant 3000
year old tree and saw his entire community
destroyed with his own eyes.
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What he saw
er-before-seen

fave as high as the

ng the entire forest,
whatever he knew the
world to be, at one go.

Each time the wave came closer, he
climbed higher. Each time he looked,

His eyes welled
up with tears as »
it destroyed his ¥
aunt's house,

his friend's house
and then his ow
house.

And now it was coming
for him. He climbed even
further up the Hollong tree.
And Every time he looked;
the wave seemed higher than
where he was.

Until he reached
the top and what he

saw was this '
ferocious gigantic JM u
: e na wakes up. It was
Wave growllnhg_l;F earlier than usual.




She rushes to the shower. ne als appeared

She has been havi

dreagas

Sorry sir
Sorry, My bad

| can't believe |

guy who bumped
into me?




And suddenly she sees the dream again
Myna falls asleep. that shook her out of her slumber

They wait for the driver at the airport




Jimmy

Although hailing from a small town in
Manipur , Jimmy spent most of his
childhood in the city, on his own. He
studied in a boarding school which he
hated because they were too strict and he
couldn't follow rules. He loved to wander
aimlessly with his friend Manas. Loves
Math.

Myna

Back in school, Myna heads the
anthropology club and has a wide
variety of ancient artifacts that she
collected from her travels, kept in the
club. She is curious about ancient
cultures and lands. She loves traveling
solo to faraway lands. Being highly
empathetic, she easily made friends.

Manas

Manas is Jimmy's best friend. He was
new to school when Jimmy took him
under his wings. Often an obedient kid in
his classroom, but always falls in trouble
because of Jimmy. A complete foodie
who never misses a chance to fill his
stomach.



Ku hu wh

They are a tribal group
living around Vanva.

But why do you want to meet the Ku hu tribes?

Wal,_it'.s a long sté-ry.
| |

It_sure is My legs are dying but my
going to be ears are okay,

a long ride S
T

@

He once came to Vanya wetlands long
before, but never returned




My grandfather was a nature conservationist who
worked in Vanya long back. He was born here in
Vanya and spent his childhood here.
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' Save vanya J5ave Vanya

He passionately fought against corporationswho
wanted a piece of Vanya, a piece of his childhood so
to say.

| am here to do my bit to conserve the Vanya
wetlands..

He loved nature. more than anything: He taught me how
everything we need (g know can be learnt from nature,

Stop the
developers!!

He mobilized the tribal community around Vanya
against encroachment of their land.

...the place where my grandfather was born.




_ These ecosystems are
What are these wetlands? parts of landscapes that
- _ are saturated with water,
I permanently or .
seasonally, giving th

Wetlands occur where water 2
distinct charact

meets land.

Oho, its a piece of land which is |
wet...These wetlands are full of |
life and covered with water,
permanently or seasonally.

Now | remember! There is one near my grandmother's house
in Meenapur. It is called the Laktek Lake. Many consider it as
the lifeline of Meenapur.

Yes, in fact many languages are full of
words that suggest a negative image of
wetlands. For example, we are mired in
controversy,swamped with work and
bogged down in details. But with a little
awareness, you will know there is a lot
mare to wetlands.

Yes they range from mountain lakes and riverine marshes to salt
pans, mangroves and coral reefs in the coastal areas.
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| always thought of wetlands as that of foul-smelling, malarial
swamps that were of no productive use to society and viewed
them as ‘wastelands'.




What qut happened? |

| also need to tell them Hey you

about these recurring
dreams | am having
since many nights.

Hey look!

What kind of dreams are you
talking about?

Someone steals Jimmy's peanut butter bottle from the
tent.

Can't see him. | think he
went that way.
Hey look there!

Wow. It doesn't look like a
monkey.

Where is he?

Enjoy your meal mann!

| have an idea.




| think he is coming.

Hello young man! You

thought you would get
away with our peanut

butter, just like that.

Jimmy, he is all yours,
my friend.

That is my last peanut butter

bottle Manas. | really do not If this plan works, you get one
feel good about this plan. extra peanut butter bottle Jimmy.
Stay optimistic my friend.

PERNU
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Why is he crying?




Tell us your name, young man? And where are you
from?

Zbangwa, Zbangwa, Zbangwa.

Myna, do you know
this language?

Of course not

What did you just say?

Kuhu Kuhu

Wow, Can you take us there?

Noooo, | can't

| have'come all the way here to
help your community.

| 'am from the Kuhu tribe.

Okay then. Doesn't look like you have much of an
option here, young man!
We will only set you free if you take us to your
community.

Ok! Get me down. | will take you
guys to my village.




The bcn,f took them to his father

She sees a shaman staring right
at her.




Next morning at the house of the
elder..

Hi, | am the granddaughter of
Shivkumar. My grandfather came
here long back.

| was a young girl‘ther‘l.
But your grandpa alWways
looked after me as his
own child.

SR

| am here to protect Vanya'for your
gammunity.

./.
| think. you might be a
| bit too late for that.







| am going to take you to one of my favourite places. It
has a beautiful wetland surrounded by forest with birds

| coming year round, trees surrounding the place, and
insects buzzing around.

Yes it's like a place you have never seen before.
The Cranes visit here every year flying above the
cold and harsh Himalayas. The formation of troops
in ancient wars was inspired by the flying
formation of Cranes,

Then, you also have the fiddler crabs who impress

females with their claw waving. | !

How do you know about this place?
—

~ {0 \

Well | know this place since | was
probably your age.

Sounds like a beautiful place




" EhhAre you sure?

" Can't see anything here

Well this was exactly the place | was tal'kfng abéuL_This is how it
looks now. This is what has happened to the place where | had
spent my childhood.

How did this happen? .

pany pr oject,
ip the wetland
it. d




Can't believe an entire Yeah, She still
wetland disappeared remembers every detail
into thin air of that place so vividly

Just imagine all

your childhood

memories being
wiped out.

They spoiled
everything. All of it.
Hey Look How could they do
someone's coming. this?

What happened?

They spoiled
everything. All of it

Who spoiled what?

They spoiled our water, the water that our mothers
and children drink. They drove our sacred animals
away, the animals that knew our ancestors. They

destroyed our only livelihoods, the livelihoods that

fed our elders. All of it.

Who is doing this?

Yeah, who is doing

this? Come with me.




Look into the sky,
oh children. Look into the sky




Madame Tahu

A centenarian who spent her entire life in
Vanya. She is the community’s knowledge
keeper and is keen to ensure that her
tribe's cultural heritage thrives. She has
living connections to the past and also
serves as a healer and counselor . She
loves her grandchildren and often play
marbles with them.

Shaman

He is a mystic who has access to the
other worldly spirits and enters a trance
state during rituals. He recognises nature
as the essential life giver and sustainer.
Shaman is also healer.




Next morning, the boys saw a pond an@.lmped right in..

-9 Hey! look there

Wow, that's huge!




They are throwing so much industrial
waste into the water.

s




Yes sir! Yes sir! Yesss Sir!

And free water and food for life. No
more searching for food and water.

i
Hew would you feelif Yes | know right! Sounds unbelievable!

ouhad a house BEyour ~ But it doesn't end there.
own.No more worry of | We also pay you monthly allowances
storms or floodse Ay | to raise your children.

Yes sirr! Yes sirrl Yesss
sirrrrl

Good morning my: trtbes. | am
is do

here to help you all,

_ Help people.

~ happens to your Vanya wetlands.

v, | am g In_g to leave you now to
pack- your bags. Goodbye my fellow
citizens.




Madame Tahu, They are willing to
provide us food and shelter for free.
And also a monthly compensation to

raise our children.

And Madame Tahu, they say they would never
do anything fo our Vanya.

| Oh people, Vanya is our identify. Feeds us. Protects us
from-hazards. l-isiour heritage which we must cherish
and conserve. | cannot let anything happen to Vanya

Let us not forget the Tsunami of 88.

Wasn't Vanya providing you with
food and shelter for free?

The Vanya is a part of my soul. | am a
part of it. When | see how we have
Hestroyed every other wetland or sacred
forest grove we had, | feel devastated. |
feel isolated.







Vanya was the daughter of a traveller named
Guanghwa. She saw the entire world from her
father's shoulder.

Until one day, she disappeared. Some
say she died, some say she is still
alive.

They say baby vanya knew the entire earth by
heart.




One day, during his travels, he was so thirsty, he was Until he came here.
looking for water to drink.

-




Meanwhile in the industry HQ...

What do we do with all this @ We can't possibly throw that J Follow the procedure as we
poisonous waste? in Vanya usually do with our
effluents.

Throw it in Vanya. Let it
flow into the wetland,
which is anyway of no use
to us




Next morning...

The wetlands look cleaner today

 Yeah. The quality of water
improves after passing through
Wetlands.

Did you know the city of Kolkata
discharges nearly 1 billion litres of
wastewater daily into East Kolkata

Wetlands located on its eastern
periphery.

=

Are you saying, any Yeah! it does help in mitigation
amount of waste put of climate change. Mangroves
, into a wetland will be are known to store upto 50
absorbed by it? - times more carbon than the
L g tropical forests.

{ Did you hear they are going
to destro¥ the Vanya
Wetlands? They will be

| landfilling the entire area for

the industrial expansion.

No. Of course, it Well In this entire process,
would be wrong to . would wetlands prevent
consider that release of dangerous
wetlands can deal \ | Greenhouse Gases from
with any type and any g these pollutants into the
quantity of waste. - atmosphere?.




Migratory birds use wetlands as
stopover sites for feeding, resting and
breeding.
—— - = s = e y

Look Jimmy, Just as a global traveller

needs hotels and restaurants to survive

long distances, so do the birds use their

natural equivalents - wetlands.

Restaurant!! That makes me hungry.

Haha. Let's go and find something to eat

Den't you think we shauid save : Look | understand- Wetlands are-
VELVER important. They store carbon for us,
feed us and the fellow birds and..

|Th&y are also our principal
| supply of freshwater.




TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT

An introductorybook on the
diversityof Indian wetlands,
their ecosystem services and
biodiversity values, threats
and managementneeds

and waysin which
conservationand wise use of
these ecosystems can be
ensured throughstakeholder
participation.




The same night, they break into the industry premises and stick posters there.

| hope this works guys.

I Qhh there is a
storm forecast...

Heavy rains and Storm expected

in the next 24 hours, Fishers and

villagers are advised to take safe
refuge..




Meanwhile, somewhere in the space...

Yes Operator [
S

TRG, you there?

local chemical factory. Last
night and stuck posters |
demanding conservation of
the forests and the
wetlands out here. |

Al okay. What's happening? Somebody broke intoa

Yes All okay. | am IookinF at
one of the most beautiful
sights of my life. What is

happening there?




1

P
Okay we really understand your
concerns, so we are going to let
you stay here. But we would need
the area around Vanya for this
project. And here we have
permission from the authorities to
do this. We will be starting
tomorrow...
| am going to take a dip in Vanya.
Bathe in her magnificence for one
last time,

Meanwhile in the forest ,the shaman does And he faints there and later walks
a ritual to save V?n?a. into a dark alley..




Next morning, a heavy
storm passed by the
village..

) /Come, Lets go to the:
| elder, We need to geb
everyone out,

The entire village waited under a tree at Vanya...




What just happened? It's Vanya_

O boy! Are we not
dead yet?

| forgot to tell you. Wetlands act as
buffer for storms. It can absorb
floods.




It is Vanya who has saved us, We wouldn't be alive
without it. | am forever grateful for it. We would have
suffered huge losses without it.

There is no way we can do without Vanya. | will
immediately tell the authorities to stop the
expansion. Thank you madame. Thank you for
conserving Vanya.

77

..and Myna looked into Vanya and saw her
grandfather's reflection.




In the evening, the entire village celebrated
the victory of Vanya...

‘Madame, did you call me? | | hear you are leaving tomorrow
W morning.

Yes Madame.
Classes resume
this week.

Wow this is beautiful.




The child was none other than..

The dream reappears for the last time..

And Myna realizes..

..Madame Tahu.

isac '--.-}r re was her calling.




Learn more about wetland ecosystems
and its ecology

b A

Home of the Blue Lily

An introductory primer for H 0 ME
students to understand '

various dimensions of

wetlands ecosystem and their p— OF THE ——¢

services, and to inculcate a

sense of scientific curiosity

and appreciation for wetland B U E
ecosystems. It has section-

wise activities, exercises &

tasks that involve investigation I Y

and decision making to l I
encourage inquiry based ¢ & O

i hwnnl
learning A manval on wetland ecology SwedBio

READ NOW




rossworgd Puzzle

1
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ACROSS DOWN
2 What does wetland store? 1 ___is a coastal wetland type
7 Which animal attract opposite sex by 3 Who was the sole survivar of Tsunami of
raising hands? 88
8 The safe refuge from storm is 4 Wetlands can absorb
9 Wetland buffers ____ 5 Which bird has battle flight formation?
10 The boy belonged to ____ tribe? 6 Which tree did the child climb upon?

11 ___is a type of wetland
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Swikriti Soni

I am a fireless diligent communication designer who loves
illustration, animation and filmmaking and music.
Find me on instagram @wokekriti.
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