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Najafgarh Jheel

hindustantimes

More birds, species spotted at Najafgarh

CENSUS Total count has gone up to 9,453 from 1,679 in 2019; number of species increases by 23, as per the data

» prayag.desai@htlive.com

GURUGRAM: Fifty-four species of
waterfowl, including six species
red-listed by the International
Unionfor Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), were recorded ina cen-
sus at the Najafgarh jheel in
Gurugram. The number is up
from 31 species, including four
red-listed birds, recorded inlast
year'scensus.

The population has also gone
upfrom1,679birdsin2019t09,453
birdsthis year.

Conducted on January 4, as
partofthe 2020 Asian Waterbird
Census (AWC) by Netherlands-
based Wetlands International,
the censusalsorecorded healthy
populations of winter migratory

birds. Areportshared with HT by
TK Roy, an ecologist and Delhi
state coordinator for the AWC,
notesthat1,337specimens ofbar-
headed geese were recorded,
besides 1,057 specimens of gad-
wall, 3,738 Eurasian coots, 684
common teals and 780 northern
shovelers, all of which migrate
from Centraland Northern Asia.

Moreover, six of the [UCN’s
red-listed species — the black-
headed ibis, black-tailed godwit,

intedstork.

Roy said, “We havebeen con-  which can provide an ideal feed-
ducting such at wet-  ingandroc habitatfor birds.
lands across India. Najafgarhis ~ “The region also saw a healthy
one of the few places where we  monsoon in 2019, which would
noted an increase in lati havedirectlyi dthequal-
anddiversityofspeciesthisyear.  ityofhabitat, makingitattractive
Atotherwetlands,suchasDelhi's  tomorebirds,” hesaid.

Okhla, the numbers have actu- According to Pankaj Gupta of
ally dropped.” the Delhi Bird Foundation, the

The AWC 2020 census for
Najafgarh also reports an
increase in the diversity of spe-
cies, compared to AWC 2018,
wherein 40 species of birds were
recorded (including one IUCN

AWC census numbers are not
surprising. “We conducted our
owncountatNajafgarh onJanu-
ary 13, and recorded a little over
130 species, including the ones
ioned in the AWC census

greater deagleandoriental
darter —werespotted.
Ofthese, thedarter, storkand

ibis are resident species, which
birders said are commonly seen

red-listed species), with a total
population of 3,091 birds.

While Roy did not provide a
definitive hypothesis behind

at Najafgarh through the

bservations, headded that

year. The remaining three are
winter migrants.

the numbers bode well for the
health of Najafgarh'secosystem,
ll

report, whichonlylooksat water
birds. Our count was higher
because we do not restrict our-
selves to waterfowls.”

Gupta also did not speculateon
why tt dnumbers
have increased this year. “To

1 "

requires
more scientific study. At the
all we haveare

counts, whichneed to befurther
analysed. On the whole, I would
say that there is no immediate
cause for alarm except a decline
inflamingopopulations at Najaf-
garhover thelastfive years. This
is,again, something whichneeds
moreinvestigation.”

Both Roy and Gupta drew
attention to the lack of official
wetland status for Najafgarh,
which has been pending for the
pastfouryears, whena National
Green Tribunal order called for
the water body's protection. “An
official wetland statusisimpera-
tiveforthesitesothat conserva-
tion and scientificinquiries will
getaboost,” Guptasaid.

BIRD POPULATION, 2018-20 MOST COMMON WINTER MIGRANTS, 2020
Arecent census of waterbirds conducted as H
apart of Asian Waterbird Census recorded an
increase in their population in Najafgarh jheel
this year. The census also showed an uptickin 9,453
the number of threatened species. Experts,
however, remain divided on their analysis of 4 3
the reason behind the increase in their H
numbers 3738 1337 = 1057 780 = 684
Eurasian coot | Bar-headed geese * Gadwall  Northern shoveler |  Common teal
IUCN RED-LISTED SThacan
3,091 THREATENED SPECIES species of
i . waterfowl,
§ Black-headed ibis Resident .,dud.,g::
{4 o species are
: i ) ] Black-tailed godwit Migrant red-listed by the
2018 2019 2020 Common pochard Migrant mn:t“bml
. n
rfug;ﬁve . 40 54 Painted stork Resident Conservation of
Greater spotted eagle  Migrant Nature.
Threatened 1 4 6 » Photos: TK ROY
species Oriental darter Resident

Source: AWS
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Sambhar Lake
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Soor Sarovar Sanctuary

hindustantimes

Fewer migratory birds at Soor Sarovar
sanctuary this year, shows AWC data

Hemendra Chaturvedi
» hemendra chatuvedi®htive.com

AGRA: The number of migratory
species coming to Soor Sarovar
Bird Sanctuaryin Agra this win-
ter has decreased, as per Asian
Waterbird Census (AWC) 2020
data. Thisisdue toglobal climate
changeimpactanddelayed win-
ter, resulting largely in late
arrival of winter migratory water
birds from far central and north
Asia, said ecologist TKRoy, AWC
Delhi state coordinator. He
revealed thesefindings after con-
ductingthe survey from January
4t019.

“This year, thesanctuaryisin
better condition. But due to
delayed winter, lesser winter
migratory species have arrived.
As compared to 65 species last
year, thereare47species of water
& water dependant birds now,”
herevealed.

Thetotal populationis 3,874 (23
species of resident birds and 24
species of long distant winter
migratory water birdsincluding
Indian migratory birdsand nine
species ofInternational Union for
Conservation of Nature - IUCN
red-listed threatened water

AWC

COMPARISON OF LAST THREE YEARS' AWC RECORD

2018 2019

2020

Species diversity 55 Species 65 Species 47 Species
Total number 2,768 4,844 3874
IUCN Threatened 10 Species 10 Species 09 Species
birds)incomparisonto4,844last  congregation, roosting as well  SOS, Agraand wildlife staffofthe
year, hesaid. goodnesting/breeding habitat,”  sanctuary.
“Soor Sarovar wildlifesanctu-  stated Roy.Asian Waterbird Cen- In the Indian sub-continent,

aryisauniquewetland for water
birds located on the bank of
Yamuna in Agra. It's one of 467
IBA sites (important bird & biodi-
versity area)inIndia havingrich
birdlife diversity, especially for
winter migratory water birds for

sus 2020 was successfully carried
outat Soor Sarovar Bird Sanctu-
ary wetlandlastmonthin collab-
oration with National Chambal
Sanctuary Project, UP wildlife
department, in active participa-
tion of volunteers from Wildlife

AWCiscarried outat afew hun-
dred wetlands (state, regional
and national wetlands, Ramsar
sites, protected areas, important
bird andbiodiversity areas, con-
servation reserves) by national
network of volunteers, in coordi-

nation with AWCstate coordina-
tors and anational coordinator.

SPECIESRECORDED DUR-

ING THE CENSUS

Great Cormorant: 485 migrates
from East, Southeast Asia; Com-
mon Teal: 253 migrates from
North Asia; Northern Shoveler:
1,264 migrates from North Asia;
Northern Pintail: 206 migrates
from North Asia; Bar-headed
Geese: 59 migratesfrom Central
Asia; Great White Pelican: 52
migrates from central & south
Asia.

IUCN RED-LISTED
THREATENED SPECIES
RECORDED:

Oriental Darter: Resident spe-
cies; Painted Stork: Indian migra-
tory/resident species; Black-
headed Ibis: Resident/Indian
migratory species; Black-necked
Stork: Resident species; Wooly-
necked Stork: Indian migratory/
resident species; Great While Pel-
ican: Winter migratory species;
River Tern: Indian migratory
species; Eurasian Curlew: Win-
ter migratory species and Com-
mon Pochard: Wintermigratory
species.
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Saman Bird Sanctuary
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Saman Bird Sanctuary
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Hastinapur Bird Sanctuary
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